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The Judges’ Lodgings in September 
 
The main event in September was perhaps the Heritage Open Days 17-19 September – 
all participating organisations opened up their sites for free, especially parts of their 
premises which aren’t normally open to the public.  The JL was fully open and included 
tours of the cellars which are usually closed – very well subscribed (perhaps to see 
what may be the UK’s first public lavatory), and plenty of visitors in the main part of the 
house as well.  We hope that this wasn’t just because it was free, although a few visitors 
admitted that they lived locally and had never been before, but seeing that it was 
free……  The Heritage Open Days coincided with Festa Italia, so many of our visitors 
came in waving Italian flags which was a bit disconcerting.  There was a Bear Trail 
throughout the house, with little dressed bears in secret places for the children to spot 
and note – the bear in the kitchen was dressed as a maid in an apron and mob cap and 
was sitting viewing proceedings in a small jug. 
The JL received a Visit England Assessment which was 4% better than the one they 
received in 2019 and particularly praised the welcome visitors received from staff and 
volunteers.  Good reviews also on TripAdvisor – a visitor from Kettering writes – “A 
lovely and interesting building, full of history , and some great architecture on the 
outside and inside. Well worth a visit”, and the 4- and 5-star reviews make up 89% of 
the whole. 
 
October - Black History Month 
 
October, as Black History Month, sees the start of a new joint project in Lancaster 
Facing the Past.  By commissioning a piece of public art, the project aims to reflect, 
reveal, and redress omissions in our collective memory of the role Lancaster played in 
the transatlantic slave trade and of the enslaved people who came through or stayed 
here.  The Arts Council of England has funded the first phase of the project with a grant 
of £16,000.  This phase which includes research and development, arts and creative 
learning workshops, public consultation and fundraising is already underway. It is 
being delivered by the Priory Church working in partnership with the Judges’ Lodgings, 
Lancaster Black History group and others.  
On Saturday 2 October, 1-4 there will be a free drop-in session before a Community 
Workshop on 9 October, both at Lancaster Priory, led by the artist Tina Ramos Ekongo 
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- making Black Portraits on Cardboard.  Please see the Priory website 
https://lancasterpriory.org/events/saturday-10th-october-2021-facing-the-past-
community-workshops/ for more details.  The JL hopes to be able to display some of the 
artwork from the workshops. 
 
Events 
 
Sunday 3 October is Dino Day – the JL has a history of putting up its own Dino Trail 
around the house, as well as the trail around town which will be in place until Sunday 10 
October.  Come and find the dinosaurs roaming around a 17th century building. 
Visit to Hornby Castle – this trip was 
arranged very kindly by Susan Baternay, 
Museum Assistant for staff, volunteers 
and Friends of JL and the sun shone on 
us very kindly for the afternoon, allowing 
maximum enjoyment of the splendidly 
laid out gardens, followed by tea and 
cakes in front of the Castle, and an 
entertaining talk by Sue Bull, an expert 
on the history of the Castle.  We heard 
about the highs and lows of the Castle 
since its first founding in the 13th century 
as a defensive fortress, protecting the 
Lune Valley and its important routes 
across the country.   
Phillip Bourne’s Talk – about the conservation of the early 19th century painting of the 

Judges’ Lodgings – was presented by the JL 
Friends earlier this year, and there was 
some disappointment from many of you that 
you couldn’t access it for one reason or 
another.  Phillip has now made a video on 
the subject on YouTube, available here - 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=53_0THat6ps so you can enjoy it at your leisure, 
with a glass of something relaxing perhaps.  
 
Victorian Tea Room 
 
We are hoping to hold our final pop-up Victorian Tea Room session on Saturday 23 
October, 11-3.00.  As usual this will be subject to any new Covid regulations which 
might come in, and also to the availability of volunteers to make and bake, help serve 

https://lancasterpriory.org/events/saturday-10th-october-2021-facing-the-past-community-workshops/
https://lancasterpriory.org/events/saturday-10th-october-2021-facing-the-past-community-workshops/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=53_0THat6ps
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the customers, and wash-up afterwards.  A shift can be for a half day only or for the 
whole day, depending on how much time you have to spare.  Please let me know asap 
if you can help out.  All assistance is very gratefully accepted and the donations help the 
Friends to fund equipment and events for the JL. 
 
Volunteering at JL 
 
You can volunteer at JL through the LCC Volunteering Programme either to act as a 
Room Steward or to join the Gardening Team – follow the link 
https://lancsvp.org.uk/opportunities 
 
Join Us 
 
If you have not yet joined the Friends, or you have friends and neighbours who would 
be interested in supporting our work to ensure that Lancaster Judges’ Lodgings remains 
open and accessible to the public, please contact me, and encourage them to do the 
same – sue.widden@outlook.com – and I’ll send joining details. 
Please feel free to forward these newsletters to your friends and relatives and 
encourage them to join us in our work. 
 
Comments and ideas from everyone are always welcome and we are happy to share 
them widely.  If you have a view or a comment to contribute to UPDATE, please email 
me at the address below.   
 
         Sue Widden 
         Newsletter Editor 
         sue.widden@outlook.com 

https://lancsvp.org.uk/opportunities
mailto:sue.widden@outlook.com
mailto:sue.widden@outlook.com

