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The Judges’ Lodgings in October 
 
The Judges’ Lodgings has been busy in October, participating in various city events, 
working hard towards the museum’s green credentials, joining with Lancaster Priory in 
the project Facing the Past, an eight-year old’s birthday party, starting Hallowe’en early 
and planning for the traditional Victorian Christmas weekend, cancelled last year 
because of the pandemic.  The Judges’ Lodgings also hosted another pop-up Victorian 
Tea-Room session, the last of the season, which added to the funds of the Friends and 
can be used to further the group’s aim of helping to promote and maintain our lovely 
building and contents. 
 
Events 
 

Dino Day is 
one of the 
city-wide 
events 
sponsored 
by 
Lancaster 
BID in 
which the 
JL has 
taken part 

over the past few years.  The Museum sets out a dinosaur 
trail, and organises dinosaur-related activities – very 
popular, especially making Dino poo and slime – children 
loved it.   
The JL’s Green Team will be present, via a video, at 
COP26.  The Carbon Literacy Project has been 
invited to collaborate with other organisations to set 
out what the cultural sector, including museums, can 
do towards addressing climate change.  The JL is 
already working with the Carbon Literacy Project in 
their joint work with Root and Branch and has been 
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involved with training sessions on what groups and individuals can do – Jenny, leader of 
the JL Green Team hopes to be able to cascade some of this training down to Friends 
and other interested parties.  The JL video on how we’re working towards a greener 
future is to be shown online during the afternoon of 4 November between 2.00 and 
4.30– take time to turn on and watch.   https://events.zoom.us/e/view/G1MQQKwcR-
OoSJiTbhyr9g?id=G1MQQKwcR-OoSJiTbhyr9g.  
Phase One of the Facing the Past project has already held two of its workshops to 
imagine and create the faces of enslaved Africans who were brought to Lancaster by 
their masters/mistresses.  The workshops were led by Tina Ramos Ekongo, an artist 
originally from Equatorial Guinea and now based in Manchester.  There will be 
continuing workshops in schools, and another free community workshop held in 
Lancaster Priory on Saturday 13 November, 1.00-4.00, led by Nayna Lad who taught art 
and design in both Africa and the UK.  Join in the project if you can – see the website 
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/leisure-and-culture/museums/facing-the-past/  
Hallowe’en came early to the Judges’ Lodgings this year with trails and activities 
throughout the house and visitors invited to come in fancy dress and take part in a prize 
draw.  The house was suitably decorated with cobwebs and ghosts and other spooky 
things – the real ghosts may come out and enjoy their own ball tonight. 
The Judges’ Lodgings for the first time (as far as we know) hosted a bespoke Child’s 
Birthday Party.  The daughter of one of the Friends 
has her birthday on 30 October, just in time for 
Hallowe’en.  Anna was very anxious to hold her party 
in the Judges’ Lodgings and share in the Hallowe’en 

fun and Manager 
Lynda was able to 
put together a 
package in which the 
party hosts provided 
the food and 
decorations, with 
Anna making her own 
bunting, and the JL 
provided space, access to hot water etc for drinks, a 
guided tour of the house and appropriate Hallowe’en 
activities.  The feedback was very positive.  We’d love 
to see this as potential for other private gatherings 

during the season, especially children’s parties.  If you’re interested, please contact 
Lynda Jackson, Lynda.Jackson@lancashire.gov.uk  
 
Future Events 
 
Light up Lancaster comes to the Judges’ Lodgings on Friday 5th November, 4.00-
10.30pm and on Saturday 6th November 4.00pm-7.00pm.  There will be a beautiful light 
installation in the garden of the Judges’ Lodgings – entrance via upper Church Street 
(opposite the DWP), closing earlier on the Saturday because of the firework display 

https://events.zoom.us/e/view/G1MQQKwcR-OoSJiTbhyr9g?id=G1MQQKwcR-OoSJiTbhyr9g
https://events.zoom.us/e/view/G1MQQKwcR-OoSJiTbhyr9g?id=G1MQQKwcR-OoSJiTbhyr9g
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/leisure-and-culture/museums/facing-the-past/
mailto:Lynda.Jackson@lancashire.gov.uk
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over the Castle.  This will mark the end of the open season for the Judges’ Lodgings, 
BUT.........one more open session for 
Victorian Christmas Weekend Friday-Sunday 3-5 December, usual opening times.  
Again this could not take place last year because of the pandemic, so JL staff hope that 
this will be an extra good one.  The house will be beautifully decorated, there will be live 
seasonal music, the shop will offer plenty of very special gifts for Christmas, ranging 
from stocking fillers to more serious goods, and the Friends will be providing mulled 
wine and mince pies served by Victorian waiting staff.  What’s not to like? – make sure 
you have the dates in your diary. 
 
Friends’ Cards of the Judges’ Lodgings 
 
Once again the cards of the painting of the JL c 1805 commissioned by the Friends are 

on sale in the JL shop – either blank inside for your 
own message or with the words Season’s Greetings 
inside.  The cards cost £2.25 each or £5 for a pack of 
3.  There is also an unframed print of the painting, A3 
size, available at £4.99.  These will continue to be 
available after the JL has closed for the season, with 
P&P of £3.20 for the prints and to be advised for the 
cards, depending on quantity. Please contact me, 
sue.widden@outlook.com for more details. 
 
Volunteering at JL  
 

You can volunteer at JL through the LCC Volunteering Programme either to act as a 
Room Steward or to join the Gardening Team – follow the link 
https://lancsvp.org.uk/opportunities 
 
Join Us 
 
If you have not yet joined the Friends, or you have friends and neighbours who would 
be interested in supporting our work to ensure that Lancaster Judges’ Lodgings remains 
open and accessible to the public, please contact me, and encourage them to do the 
same – sue.widden@outlook.com – and I’ll send joining details. 
Please feel free to forward these newsletters to your friends and relatives and 
encourage them to join us in our work. 
 
Comments and ideas from everyone are always welcome and we are happy to share 
them widely.  If you have a view or a comment to contribute to UPDATE, please email 
me at the address below. 
 
         Sue Widden 
         Newsletter Editor 
         sue.widden@outlook.com 
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