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The Judges’ Lodgings in February 
 
Although closed to the public, the Judges’ Lodgings team has been far from idle during 
February, with all to get in readiness for the re-opening in time for Easter and the Easter 
vacations.  As well as the usual deep cleaning and making sure that the building as a 
whole is in good order, the team is preparing for extra opening times, which has 
included advertising for and recruiting a new Room Steward Supervisor for four days a 
week during the season.  Lancashire County Council has agreed to the Judges’ 
Lodging’s opening on Thursdays as well as for its normal weekend hours – so now the 
JL will be open Thursdays-Sundays (incl) for the usual opening hours of 11-4.  This is a 
pilot scheme for the year, to see whether extended hours will improve access and if the 
volunteer base can maintain such hours.  The first day of the new season is therefore 
Thursday 24 March, time for the beginning of the Easter school holidays with plenty of 
Spring activities for all the family.  The garden should be starting to show its spring 
colours – ready to take its place in the programme of events. 
You'll also spot some changes in the Welcome gallery when you come back – a new 
bust of Thomas Covell by artist Alan Ward and a change to the archive materials in the 
case. 
We look forward to enjoying all that the Judges’ Lodgings has to offer – bring your 
friends and families to visit and take part in the fun of the new season. 
 
Re-opening in 2022 
 
Please note the new opening days from Thursday to Sunday each week and the 
relaxation of Covid restrictions.  It will be a choice for individual members of the public 
as to whether they wear masks or not, and the distance they keep from each other.  The 
Judges’ Lodgings staff are following the County Council’s Guidelines in keeping 
themselves and the public safe. 
 
Art Fund Reimagine Grant 
 
Judges’ Lodgings museum has secured £55,000 to fund a new project that will explore 
the story of Lancaster's famous furniture making firm of Gillows and the city's troubled 
history with slavery. 
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'Facing the Past: Enslaved Africans Art Commissions and Gillows Gallery’ is one of 
more than 40 projects to receive a Reimagine Grant from the Art Fund, the national 
charity for art. The partnership project will completely redevelop the Gillows Gallery and 
produce some new commissions of enslaved Africans, on-site. 
The new Gillows Gallery at the museum will tell the story of one of the most important 
regional furniture makers in British history over three centuries and the people involved 
including founders, partners, employees, apprentices, clients and customers. This story 
covers the company's growth as a regional maker during the height of English furniture 
design in the 18th century and its links to the Transatlantic Slave Trade and slavery in 
the West Indies. 
A series of new portraits based on historical descriptions of Lancaster's 'runaway slaves' 
will also be commissioned for the project. These will be displayed opposite existing 
portraits of those who made their wealth through the slave trade or West Indies Trades, 
including that of Abraham Rawlinson, who served as a Member of Parliament for 
Lancaster from 1780 to 1790. 
Lynda, Museum Manager, says "We're delighted to be telling the full history of 
Lancaster including evidence of Black presence here and the wealth that flowed into the 
city from both the Transatlantic Slave Trade and the West Indies Trade”. 
 
Facing the Past 
 
The Judges’ Lodgings is already partnering Lancaster Priory in a project to high light the 
presence of enslaved Africans in 
Lancaster and their importance in 
the growth of Lancaster’s 
Georgian era wealth.  Students of 
the Loyne School have been 
working on their own 
interpretations of this period, and 
the grants which have been 
awarded to the Judges’ Lodgings 
will further the educational 
aspects of this project.  Jack 
Knight, JL Assistant, has been 
hard at work designing  
and illustrating the content for the 
Facing the Past project's teachers' guide.  The guidebook is aimed at primary school 
children and was written by Geraldine Onek, founder of Lancaster Black History group 
and a primary school teacher who has been facilitating museum workshops with school 
groups.  
 
The Friends of Lancaster Judges’ Lodgings Annual General Meeting 
 
This was held via Zoom on Tuesday 8 February and apologies to all those who tried to 
come and were unable to gain access to the meeting through the Waiting Room.  It was 
good to see old and new Friends again after a somewhat restricted twelve months.  
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Now that restrictions have been lifted we hope to run a proper programme of events for 
Friends, working with the JL staff to complement their plans.  If you have ideas about 
who you’d like to listen to, activities you’d like to be involved in (running as well as 
taking part), please let me know.  The AGM was also the moment for you to take out a 
Friends’ subscription or renew your existing subscription.  The subscription remains the 
same as in previous years - £10.00 for individual members, £20.00 for a household, and 
£5.00 for students and unwaged people.  You can pay your subscription to me with a 
cheque made out for the relevant amount, made out to Friends of Lancaster Judges’ 
Lodgings, or by direct transfer to the Friends’ account, details as follows –  
Sort code 16-52-21; Account  54106246; Account name  Friends of 
Lancaster Judges Lodgings; Bank The Cumberland 
 
The Friends of JL relies on its membership to help with its aims of assisting and 
maintaining the Judges’ Lodgings Museum – so please join up and encourage your 
friends and relatives to do likewise asap.  Many thanks and we look forward to your 
continuing support. 
 
Victorian Tea-Room 
 
We expect to run this on the first Saturday of each month, starting Saturday 2 April, 
11.00-3.00, and would welcome volunteers to help run it, to provide cakes and bakes, 
serve front of house and wash up in the backroom.  I shall be drawing up a rota for the 
sessions and will be very grateful for offers of help on a regular basis.  The Tea-Room 
did a lot towards increasing the Friends’ bank balance and improving on the help we 
could offer to the JL in the past.  We hope to be able to repeat such offers this year with 
your help. 
 
Carbon Literacy Update 
 
Jenny, JL site manager, says “Early February I took part in a 'train the trainer'  
workshop and, together with Alison Criddle Museum Carbon Literacy Officer, delivered 
training to colleagues and volunteers across the museum service including our very own  
Business Support Officer Janice and volunteers Margaret and Penny. 
Please get in touch if you would like to do the training in future. 
 
Volunteering at JL 
 
You can volunteer at JL through the LCC Volunteering Programme either to act as a 
Room Steward or to join the Gardening Team – follow the link 
https://lancsvp.org.uk/opportunities 
 
Join Us 
 
If you have not yet joined the Friends, or you have friends and neighbours who would 
be interested in supporting our work to ensure that Lancaster Judges’ Lodgings remains 

https://lancsvp.org.uk/opportunities


4 
 

A Charitable Incorporated Organisation 
Charity number 1171209 
 

open and accessible to the public, please contact me, and encourage them to do the 
same – sue.widden@outlook.com – and I’ll send joining details. 
Please feel free to forward these newsletters to your friends and relatives and 
encourage them to join us in our work. 
 
Comments and ideas from everyone are always welcome and we are happy to share 
them widely.  If you have a view or a comment to contribute to UPDATE, please email 
me at the address below.   
 
         Sue Widden 
         Newsletter Editor 
         sue.widden@outlook.com 
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