
1 
 

A Charitable Incorporated Organisation 
Charity number 1171209 
 

LANCASTER JUDGES’ 
LODGINGS 

 

UPDATE 
 

Newsletter of the Friends of Lancaster Judges’ Lodgings 
 

Issue no 67     March 2022 
 
 
Letter from our new Chair, Catherine 
 
The AGM of The Friends took place on Tuesday 8th February 2022 and it was with 
great sadness that the resignation of Howard Feather, our chair, and his wife Liz, who 
was also on the committee, was accepted. Howard has led the Friends for the last two 
years, supporting the work of the staff at JL and developing fund raising opportunities 
for the Friends. Liz has been a trustee as well as on the Friend’s committee and has 
dedicated much time and effort to the reopening of the JL as well as supporting the 
Treasurer and Secretary of the Friends. Our grateful thanks go to both Liz and Howard 
and we are delighted that they are going to remain part of the volunteer team. 
I have taken over as the Chair of the Friends and am delighted to welcome Nick Smith 
to the committee and as vice chair. It is with some relief and pleasure that Sue Widden 
remains as Secretary and Roger Jump as Treasurer. Mandy Whitehouse, Gareth 
Lindrup and Paul Mullineaux were re-elected as the other committee members. 
Following discussion with Lynda, our manager at JL and all the committee, the main 
areas the committee wish to concentrate on over the next 12 months are: 

• To develop the role of the Friends in the marketing of the JL including social 
media and our website 

• To fundraise for the improvement of the courtyard as a pleasant environment for 
visitors to enjoy 

• To encourage more people to join the Friends and for more of the Friends to 
volunteer in some capacity including Room Stewards, helping with the Pop-Up 
Victorian Tearoom and even joining the committee 

• To develop a working relationship with other local Friends group 
 
Finally on a practical note, it has been decided that I should keep a record of the 
database that Sue uses to send out the Newsletter, in case Sue is unavailable at any 
time. Please let me or Sue know if you are not happy with this. 
 
I look forward to working with you all and please let me know if you have any ideas or 
suggestions in relation to the Friends and also if you are interested in getting more 
involved. 
Kind regards 

Catherine Fatkin  Catherine.fatkin@gmail.com  

mailto:Catherine.fatkin@gmail.com
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The Judges’ Lodgings in March 
 
The Judges’ Lodgings reopened for the summer season on Thursday 24 March, at the 
start of a new programme of opening times, to run throughout the year.  Opening for 
four days a week rather than three will be closely monitored and if successful, will 
continue beyond 2022 – so if you think four days a week is good for you as well as the 
Judges’ Lodgings, then make sure you visit on a Thursday and bring your friends and 
relatives with you. 
We join with JL staff in welcoming Margaret Stebbing as the new Room Steward 
Supervisor, who has just taken post at the beginning of the season.  Comments from 
visitors always make special mention of the friendliness and knowledge of the room 
stewards and we know that Margaret will uphold this tradition.  We wish her well and 
look forward to meeting her at the JL. 
 
This amazing banner by Sewing Café 
Lancaster to commemorate the Slave 
Trade is now on display at The Judges 
Lodgings thanks to Black History 
Lancaster 
 
 
The Garden in Spring 
 
Jenny (Site Supervisor) and her team of volunteers (rather reduced and needing new 

members) have been making sure that the JL Garden is as 
welcoming as the house for the 
new season.  As well as spring 
flowers to raise the spirits there are 
activities of a sporting nature to 
enjoy in the garden (if one can 
really enjoy croquet which has the 
potential to be a really vicious 
game).  We are hoping to be able 

to use the garden for some of the events on the Friends’ 
programme for the year, when the weather warms up.  
Watch this space for more detail. 
 
 
Events in April 
 
The lunchtime lectures in the Judges’ Lodgings will run on the last Friday of each 
month, with the first one of the season at lunchtime on Friday 29 April, when Mike 
Winstanley will present a talk – Delinquents and Debtors – Lancaster Castle as a 
Nineteenth Century Prison.  Places will be limited, so make sure you note it in your 
diary and arrive early on the day. 
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Easter Egg Hunt – there will be a hunt throughout the house 
and the garden each day of opening until 17 April for these 
seasonal treats.  Come every day and see how many you can 
find. 
 
Victorian Tea Room – this pop-up event will take place on 
Saturday 2 April, 11.00-3.00, and on every first Saturday during 
the open season, unless otherwise notified.  Delicious tea, 
coffee and cakes will be available in return for a cash donation.  
We are not as yet able to take card payments, so please bring some cash for our tea 
room, as it all helps the Friends to share enhancements and maintenance of the JL with 
the museum staff.  We also need volunteers for baking and serving cakes and helping 
with the washing up afterwards. 
 
 
Volunteers…Volunteers…Volunteers…. 
 
Volunteers are an essential part of all the JL activities, from room stewards to working in 
the garden to washing up after the Victorian Tea Room sessions.  Volunteering for 
activities arranged by the Friends does not require as much training as volunteering as 
a room steward, but they are still important as we always hope to raise money for the JL 
through our activities.  As Catherine says in her letter above, the Friends’ Committee 
would like to encourage more volunteering in Friends’ activities, such as the Tea Room 
and even joining the Committee. 
Helping to bring the garden at the Judges’ Lodgings back to life is another essential 
role.  The garden at the Judges’ Lodgings was a delight to staff and visitors last year, 

but is currently in need of waking up and 
getting ready for the new season.  If you 
could kindly spare a couple of hours a week, 
or even occasionally, to help with this work, 
it would be very much appreciated by Jenny 
(Site Supervisor) and her two existing 
volunteers. Gardening usually takes place 
on Tuesday mornings from around 9.30 a.m.  
If you are able to help, please do contact 
Jenny at Jenny.Dowell@lancashire.gov.uk , 
who will be delighted to hear from you. 
See what you can help to achieve 

 
 
Renew your subscriptions 
It is not too late to take out or renew your subscription to the Friends of Lancaster 
Judges’ Lodgings The subscription remains the same as in previous years - £10.00 for 
individual members, £20.00 for a household, and £5.00 for students and unwaged 
people.  You can pay your subscription to me with a cheque made out for the relevant 

mailto:Jenny.Dowell@lancashire.gov.uk
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amount, made out to Friends of Lancaster Judges’ Lodgings, or by direct transfer to the 
Friends’ account, details as follows –  
Sort code 16-52-21; Account: 54106246; Account name : Friends of Lancaster 
Judges Lodgings; Bank: The Cumberland 
 
The Friends of JL relies on its membership to help with its aims of assisting and 
maintaining the Judges’ Lodgings Museum – so please join up and encourage your 
friends and relatives to do likewise asap.  Many thanks and we look forward to your 
continuing support..   
 
 
Volunteering at JL 
 
You can volunteer at JL through the LCC Volunteering Programme either to act as a 
Room Steward or to join the Gardening Team – follow the link 
https://lancsvp.org.uk/opportunities 
 
 
Join Us 
 
If you have not yet joined the Friends, or you have friends and neighbours who would 
be interested in supporting our work to ensure that Lancaster Judges’ Lodgings remains 
open and accessible to the public, please contact me, and encourage them to do the 
same – sue.widden@outlook.com – and I’ll send joining details.  Joining details are also 
available via our website https://lancasterjudgeslodgings.org.uk/  
Please feel free to forward these newsletters to your friends and relatives and 
encourage them to join us in our work. 
 
Comments and ideas from everyone are always welcome and we are happy to share 
them widely.  If you have a view or a comment to contribute to UPDATE, please email 
me at the address below.   
 
         Sue Widden 
         Newsletter Editor 
         sue.widden@outlook.com 
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