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The Judges’ Lodgings in April 
 
We have now had a whole month with the JL open for its extended opening hours.  It 
has taken a little while for the new times to bed 
down but the Easter weekend and holidays 
brought in the visitors, especially for the Easter 
Egg trail.  This proved to be so popular that it was 
continued for a further week, and some visitors 
came to the JL just for that attraction, with children 
rushing through the period rooms, eager to get to 
the next clue – whole museum done in 10 
minutes.   

The monthly lunch-time lectures schedule began 
on Friday (they’re held the final Friday of the 
month, 12.00-1.00); Debtors and Delinquents, 
taking a look at Lancaster Castle as a prison in 
the 19th Century, with popular local historian 
Mike Winstanley as speaker.  There was a full 
house and the talk was well received – a good 
start to the series.  The next in the series will be 
held on Friday 27 May, 12.00-1.00, - Rogues, 
Villains and Scoundrels of Lancaster Castle 
by Dr Colin Penny.  Seating numbers are limited, 
so it is advisable to book in advance: call 01524 

581241 or email judgeslodgings@lancashire.gov.uk.  The cost of each lecture is £4.00 
which includes a cup of tea or coffee, and also covers the admission charge £3.00 for 
the Judges’ Lodgings itself. 
The Judges’ Lodgings Museum staff are finding themselves rather short of volunteers 
from time to time, to act as room stewards – if you find you have three or so hours to 
spare Thursdays to Sundays, please get in touch either with Margaret Stebbing, Room 
Steward Coordinator (margaret.stebbing@lancashire.gov.uk ) or Lynda Jackson, 
Museum Manager (lynda.jackson@lancashire.gov.uk) and fix a time and date with 
them.  A session is good fun, you chat to people from all over (even Lancaster – “never 
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been here before”) and you even get to wear one of our beautiful period costumes, 
coming in all sizes. 
The pop-up Victorian Tea Room, organised by 
the Friends of JL, popped up for the first time 
this season on Saturday 2 April, and was 
warmly welcomed by visitors.  One problem 
which we hope we have now solved is that of 
non-cash carrying visitors – so few people carry 
cash these days since Covid made payment by 
card so much more practical that we were 
missing donations for tea/coffee and delicious 
cakes.  The Friends of JL now have a hand-held 
card machine, which works, so no excuses at 
further Tea Room sessions.  The Friends are 
quite short of volunteers, as well as the main 
museum staff, and it is difficult to run the Tea Room without sufficient bakers, waiters, 
and washing-uppers.  The next Victorian Tea Room will pop up on Saturday 7 May, 
11.00-3.00 and we need more volunteers for either a morning stint (11.00-1.00) or 
afternoon (1.00-3.00).  Please let me know if you can help out- 
sue.widden@outlook.com  
 
 
The Garden in April 

 
The hard work needed to keep the garden in good trim brings 
numerous rewards.  Flowering in the garden was a pleasure 

to behold as spring brought on the 
daffodils 
and other 
bulbs; and 
the garden 
could be 
opened up 
for families 
with 
children to 
enjoy some 

of the garden games on offer.  Many thanks to Jenny and her 
team of volunteers for all their hard work. 
 
 
Forthcoming Events 
 
As well as the regular events each month of the Victorian Tea Room pop-up (1st 
Saturday of the month) and the lunch-time lectures (last Friday of each month), May is 
also offering several other events of interest.  
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Saturday 21 May 11.00am-5.00pm – Young People’s Event – calling all Lancashire 
Young Creatives, 16-25.  Hope Streets is offering a FREE tote bag making session – 
see attached poster.  Spaces are limited so book your free ticket now through 
Eventbrite https://hope-streets-yp-lancaster.eventbrite.co.uk.  Snacks are available but 
bring your own lunch. 
Contact Beth (Bethany.nolan@lancashire.gov.uk ) for more details. 
Tuesday 24 May 6.00pm – In Conversation with Elisa Moris Vai – Interrogating the 
Legacies of the Transatlantic Slave Trade in France.  Event Free – booking required. 
Visit bit.ly/JudgesLodgingsEvents; email judgeslodgings@lancashire.gov.uk or call 
01524 581241. 
Sat-Sun 28-29 May 11.00-4,00– Festa Italia – Bring your little bambinos for Italian  
craft at Judges' Lodgings Museum and get a taste of Italy with a free live performance 
on the terrace at Judges' Lodgings Museum.  2.pm on Sunday 29 May with Turning 
Point Theatre Arts 
 
And looking ahead still further…… 
The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations (Thursday 2 – Sunday 5 June) will bring 
their own special events at Lancaster Judges’ Lodgings – watch out for more 
information during the coming weeks. 
 
 
New Publication 
 
One of the JL room stewards, Suzanne Bradshaw, has 
brought out a new book The People’s Park – A History of 
Williamson Park, Lancaster.  Suzanne brings the history of 
Williamson Park to life in this beautifully illustrated book, 
tracing the park’s history from its ancient beginnings to the 
present day. The story of the park is fascinating, and it is 
one that goes back a long way. From its ancient beginnings 
as a Bronze Age burial site, it later became a place of 
execution for unfortunate individuals tried at Lancaster 
Castle, then a network of quarries where workers cut and 
heaved great slabs of sandstone to build the town below. It 
is this last part of the park’s story that was to shape the 
distinctive and dramatic contours of the park, topped by the 
stunning Ashton Memorial, visible from miles around.  Suzanne not only reveals the 
long and varied history of the park, but also tells us about the people whose vision, skills 
and labour made it possible. 
The book, which is coming out in paperback at a cost of £12.99, will be stocked in other 
Lancaster museums and at the Visitor Information Centre, and the JL will also be 
stocking copies in the JL shop.  The book is out now – get your copy. 
Many of you may remember and some of you may already have bought a copy of a 
previous publication by Suzanne Bradshaw – They Walked These Floors – dealing 
with history of housekeepers and caretakers of the JL.  This is being reprinted and will 
be available in the JL shop shortly. 
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Volunteering at JL 
 
You can volunteer at JL through the LCC Volunteering Programme either to act as a 
Room Steward or to join the Gardening Team – follow the link 
https://lancsvp.org.uk/opportunities 
 
Join Us 
 
If you have not yet joined the Friends, or you have friends and neighbours who would 
be interested in supporting our work to ensure that Lancaster Judges’ Lodgings remains 
open and accessible to the public, please contact me, and encourage them to do the 
same – sue.widden@outlook.com – and I’ll send joining details. 
Please feel free to forward these newsletters to your friends and relatives and 
encourage them to join us in our work. 
 
Comments and ideas from everyone are always welcome and we are happy to share 
them widely.  If you have a view or a comment to contribute to UPDATE, please email 
me at the address below.   
 
         Sue Widden 
         Newsletter Editor 
         sue.widden@outlook.com 
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