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The Judges’ Lodgings in May 
 
May has been a very busy month for the JL with events and talks in full swing.  
Unfortunately there have been shortages of staff and volunteers, so there has been 
quite a lot of pressure on the JL team.  They have all risen to it nobly and kept the 
programme going, with good visitor numbers for the evening talk on Tuesday 24 May, 
when the French painter Elisa Moris Vai, introduced by Alan Rice, was discussing the 
Legacies of the Transatlantic Slave Trade in France.  The Friday lunch-time lecture. on 

27 May – “Rogues, Villains and Scoundrels of Lancaster 
Castle”, given by Dr Colin Penny, was also well 
attended.  Festa Italia took over the end of May with free 
craft sessions culminating in a wonderful display of 
Italian dancing by Turning Point Theatre Arts on the 
terrace in front of the JL.  The final week of May was 
given over to preparations for the Platinum Jubilee 
events – and the weather seems to be looking up so all 
the outdoor arrangements for the Jubilee Celebrations 
should have the sunshine beaming down. 
Lynda and team have been busy planning and working 

on the various projects in the JL 
for which funding has been 
received – the re-imaging of the 
Gillows Gallery, taking the lead 
in the Carbon Literacy projects 
in the Lancashire Museums and 
the initiatives arising from the 
Facing the Past projects.  One 
of the outcomes of Facing the 
Past is a beautiful banner, now 
on show in the JL, showing links 
to the Slavery Families 
Histories.  The banner was 
made by the Sewing Café group, relying on recycling and donated fabrics and threads. 
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The Garden in May 
 

Despite the chilly and quite damp weather of the past month, the 
garden is looking lovely, thanks to Jenny and her team of garden 
volunteers.  The Friends are looking at ways of enhancing the 
courtyard with plantings – more on that in future issues of the 
Newsletter.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Forthcoming Events 
 
Almost upon us – the long-anticipated Platinum Jubilee celebrations, to mark the 
seventy years since the Queen’s Coronation.  There are tea parties and all sorts of 
events during the week 1-6 June, including of course at the Judges’ Lodgings.  There 
will be free craft sessions for children – Make Your Own Crown – Thursday-Sunday 
1.00-4.00pm and on Saturday 4 June the Victorian Tea Room will be open for hot and 
cold drinks and a selection of home-made cakes and bakes.  Service in the Tea Room 
will start at 12.00 and run until 3.30 – please note changes in the times.  Parents and 
children are invited to come in royal fancy dress for a Grand Parade at 2.00pm on 4 
June, and for the children there will be a Fancy Dress Competition, with prizes for the 
best royal fancy dress for children aged 4-7, and 8-11.  Tickets for the competition cost 
£1.00 at Reception.  The fancy dresses will be judged during the Grand Parade. 
There are of course more events in June once the excitement of the Jubilee has died 
down. 
June is Pride month, to mark the need to ensure the inclusion of the LGBTQ+ 
communities in our society.  JL presents the Pride Event with Dr Colin Penny at the 
Friday lunchtime lecture on Friday 24th June.  In September 1806, the largest single 
execution of homosexual and bisexual men in British history took place at Lancaster 
Castle. So, what happened to bring about such a remarkable set of trials and 
executions? Find out through the stories of two pieces of graffiti by those involved.  The 
talk is 12.00-1.00pm, with a charge of £4.00 which includes the usual admission fee 
plus tea/coffee. 
 
Victorian Pop-up Tea Room 
 
As many of you will be aware volunteers from the Friends of JL run the Tea Room once 
every month to help raise funds the benefit of the JL Museum and Gardens.  We rely on 
all volunteers to ensure that the Tea Room runs well, whether as waiters during the 
session, washing up in the back kitchen to ensure plenty of cups and saucers, jugs and 
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pots for all the customers and baking delicious 
goodies to feed the JL visitors.  Please help 
out in any way you can – contact me 
sue.widden@outliik.com if you can help.  We 
don’t charge for your afternoon tea but we do 
like donations (suggested £5.00 a head) – 
either cash in our donations box, or by card 
payment.  We look forward to seeing you with 
your family and friends from 12.00 noon on 
Saturday 4 June.  
 
 
 
Plea for more volunteers 
 
The Judges’ Lodgings Museum staff are finding themselves rather short of volunteers  
from time to time, to act as room stewards – if you find you have three or so hours to  
spare Thursdays to Sundays, please get in touch either with Margaret Stebbing, Room  
Steward Coordinator (margaret.stebbing@lancashire.gov.uk ) or Lynda Jackson,  
Museum Manager (lynda.jackson@lancashire.gov.uk ) and fix a time and date with  
them. 
 
 
Volunteering at JL 
 
You can volunteer at JL through the LCC Volunteering Programme either to act as a 
Room Steward or to join the Gardening Team – follow the link 
https://lancsvp.org.uk/opportunities 
 
Join Us 
 
If you have not yet joined the Friends, or you have friends and neighbours who would 
be interested in supporting our work to ensure that Lancaster Judges’ Lodgings remains 
open and accessible to the public, please contact me, and encourage them to do the 
same – sue.widden@outlook.com – and I’ll send joining details. 
Please feel free to forward these newsletters to your friends and relatives and 
encourage them to join us in our work. 
 
Comments and ideas from everyone are always welcome and we are happy to share 
them widely.  If you have a view or a comment to contribute to UPDATE, please email 
me at the address below.   
 
         Sue Widden 
         Newsletter Editor 
         sue.widden@outlook.com 
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