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The Judges’ Lodgings in June 
 
The June events run over the Jubilee weekend were successful and brought the 
families in, especially on the Thursday and Friday – on the Saturday and Sunday the 
City centre was less busy than expected, with events in the Library and the City 
Museum attracting fewer visitors than they had hoped for.  Apparently, as you might 
expect, there were plenty of local community street tea parties all going on, and all 
having a great time.   
There have been a number of successful lectures arranged by the JL staff which have 
well received. 
Groups are starting to visit the JL as part of their education – and why not? – and Lynda 
and staff are preparing to host several groups of young people from the National 
Citizens Service, 200 in all throughout the summer.  They will be better Citizens in the 
future for having visited the JL. 
 
 
The Garden in June 
 

The improvement in the weather in the past month (but not 
so amazingly warm for half-way through the year – one 
could have wished for consistent temperatures of about 

20C during the day.  Still 
it has been possible to 
hold events in the 
Garden, never more so 
over the Jubilee 
weekend.  The Friends were very pleased to be 
able to contribute towards the festivities, both with 
a Jubilee Tea Party featuring home baked scones 
for the traditional Cream Tea, cupcakes with 
union jack icing and the tea room tables set out in 
a long row, pretending to be street party instead 
small tables for individual groups.  Half way 
through the afternoon we held a (very) small 
Fancy Dress Parade and Competition for the 
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under-7s, and judges 
were able to select a 
King for the Day, 
wearing his home-made 
crown, worked on in the 
JL crafting sessions – 
one he’d made earlier.  
With so few entrants it seemed fair that All Should Have Prizes and the runners-up 
were awarded union jack cupcakes. 

We understand that the large planters for the courtyard have been installed and are now 
awaiting their plants – more images in due course.   
Friends who would like to work in the garden can join the 
team – please contact Jenny (Site Manager) – 
jennyd@lcc.gov.uk or apply through the County Council’s 
website. 
 
 
Future Events 
 
There are lots more activities scheduled for July and 
August, so continue to watch this space. 

The JL staff are hosting the last Friday lunch-time talk, and possibly more, with plenty of 
craft activities for all the family –  

• Friday lunch-time lecture - Daily Life at Judges' Lodgings lecture – 29th July. 
20 booked.  Step back in time with this talk by Penny Blackburn about life at the 
Judges' Lodgings from the end of the 19th century to the breakout of the first 
world war, based on the Quarterly Accounts Ledgers. What was bought for the 
house?  Which local Lancaster traders supplied coal and coke? How was the 
new century celebrated in 1900?  The answers to all these questions, and many 
others should be revealed in this fascinating discussion 

• Dino Day – 16/17 July – lots of Dino-related crafts and activities to supplement 
our knowledge of how dinosaurs lived in their daily lives and families. 

 
 
Victorian Tea Room 

mailto:jennyd@lcc.gov.uk
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As mentioned above the Friends were very pleased 
to share the Garden for its activities on Jubilee 
Saturday and many thanks to all who helped out – 
lots of commitment by volunteers as usual 
There will be no Tea room Over the first Saturday of 
August, and the next one will during the Heritage 
Days openings (Saturday/Sunday 10/11 Sept).  In 
the meantime we are always ready to receive 
expressions of interest from potential volunteers 
 
 
AmazonSmile Big Offer If you shop Amazon Prime 
Day deals on 12 & 13 July, Amazon will double 
donations: Simply shop with AmazonSmile ON in the 
Amazon.Shopping app or at 
smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1171209-0, and 
AmazonSmile donates to The Lancaster Judges' 
Lodgings Museum Trust.  If you’re an Amazon 
customer and use AmazonSmile, please consider 
this offer – it will benefit the JL, not quite as much as it benefits Amazon, of course. 
 
 
June/July Supplement 
 
We have two very interesting articles by Friends for which we haven’t got room for in 
this issue, so we’re making a brief Magazine to show-case them and will be sending it 
round, early next week 
 
Volunteering at JL 
 
You can volunteer at JL through the LCC Volunteering Programme either to act as a 
Room Steward or to join the Gardening Team – follow the link 
https://lancsvp.org.uk/opportunities 
 
Join Us 
 
If you have not yet joined the Friends, or you have friends and neighbours who would 
be interested in supporting our work to ensure that Lancaster Judges’ Lodgings remains 
open and accessible to the public, please contact me, and encourage them to do the 
same – sue.widden@outlook.com – and I’ll send joining details. 
Please feel free to forward these newsletters to your friends and relatives and 
encourage them to join us in our work. 
 

https://lancsvp.org.uk/opportunities
mailto:sue.widden@outlook.com
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Comments and ideas from everyone are always welcome and we are happy to share 
them widely.  If you have a view or a comment to contribute to UPDATE, please email 
me at the address below.   
 
         Sue Widden 
         Newsletter Editor 
         sue.widden@outlook.com 

mailto:sue.widden@outlook.com

