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The Judges’ Lodgings in July 
 
The last month in the Judges’ Lodgings has been dominated by Dino Fest, which has 
been extended way beyond the original Dino weekend to provide activities every week 
during the school holidays – see attached poster.  The 
actual weekend itself attracted plenty of visitors anxious to 
make eco-friendly dinosaur poo – always a hit with the 

younger end of the scale, 
especially after having been 
frightened to death by 
Tyrannosaurus Rex roaming 
around in the city centre.  There 
were also dinosaurs in miniature 
form, to be found on painted 
pebbles scattered throughout the 
garden, and a chocolate Dinosaur 
Egg to be raffled by The Friends of 
JL.  This was an online raffle, the first time the Friends have 
organised such an event, 
and it was moderately 
successful, raising £29 for 

Friends’ funds.  We’ll hope to organise another such 
during the year. 
During the craft sessions every Friday throughout the 
summer holidays young people will be able to create 
their own ideas of what they might have seen during 
the Age of Dinosaurs, as well as take part in dinosaur 
hunts through the house.  Book a place now - Email 
judges.lodgings@lancashire.gov.uk  
or call 01524 581 241. 
It was good to see a full house at Friday’s lunchtime talk by Penny Blackburn on Life at 
Lancaster Judges’ Lodgings.  More talks and lectures for you to enjoy 
bit.ly/JLLancasterTalks  

mailto:judges.lodgings@lancashire.gov.uk
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The Garden in July 
 
The garden and the courtyard have been much 
enhanced by the arrival of four large planters to 
decorate the courtyard where the Victorian Tea 
Room sessions take place (weather permitting).  
The planters have now been planted out with 
varieties which will flourish in the rather 
enclosed and shady environment of the 
courtyard, and lead the eye up to the beauties of 

the garden 
above.  We 
are very 
grateful to 
David 
Redmore for the donation of the plant pots and of 
the plants to go in them.  We hope to be able to 
develop the courtyard more.  
In the meantime the garden comes into its own, 
especially with the hot weather we have 
experienced – great for children to let off steam and 
develop their competitive instincts via the games 
provided. 
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Future Events 
 
The Pop-up Victorian Tea Room pops up again on Saturday 6 August 12.00 noon until 
3.00pm, serving freshly made home baked cakes, flapjacks and other goodies, along 
with teas, coffee and fruit drinks.  Donations always welcome – minimum amount 
suggested £5.00 – payment by cash or card.  All proceeds go towards supporting and 
maintaining the Judges’ Lodgings.  Currently the Friends’ main project is to improve and 
enhance the courtyard where teas are served (weather permitting).  
As well as the new planting, the Friends are looking to acquire new 
(or second-hand) tables and chairs for the courtyard – metal for 
hard-wearing and in a style compatible with the Victorian nature of 
the site.  The image shows the sort of style we’re looking for.  If 
you have tables or chairs similar to this, which you’re thinking of 
discarding, and would be willing to donate to the JL please get in 
touch – email address below. 
Bee Information Day – Sunday 28 August.  A second opportunity to visit this very 

successful event, first shown summer 2021.  Join us on 
Sunday, 28th August to explore the world of bees.  From 
11.00 - 3 pm you can join local beekeepers and meet 
their bees (behind glass).  They will tell you all about 
them and advise on bee friendly planting for your garden.  
No charge for the event itself and no need to book.  
Normal entry charges to the museum apply. 
See below for more information. 
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Looking Ahead 
 
As we move into August we can expect shops to start 
touting their Christmas wares – cards, decorations, gift 
suggestions.  The Judges’ Lodgings is no different, in that 
the popular cards of the early 19th century painting of the 
JL, including some printed with Season’s Greetings, will 
be on sale in the JL shop from early August.  Unlike most 
goods, the prices are the same as last year - £2.25 per 
card or £10.00 for five.  Buy now while stocks last 
(actually we can get more if there’s high demand). 
 
 
 
Volunteering at JL 
 
You can volunteer at JL through the LCC Volunteering Programme either to act as a 
Room Steward or to join the Gardening Team – follow the link 
https://lancsvp.org.uk/opportunities 
 
Join Us 
 
If you have not yet joined the Friends, or you have friends and neighbours who would 
be interested in supporting our work to ensure that Lancaster Judges’ Lodgings remains 
open and accessible to the public, please contact me, and encourage them to do the 
same – sue.widden@outlook.com – and I’ll send joining details. 
Please feel free to forward these newsletters to your friends and relatives and 
encourage them to join us in our work. 
 
Comments and ideas from everyone are always welcome and we are happy to share 
them widely.  If you have a view or a comment to contribute to UPDATE, please email 
me at the address below.   
 
         Sue Widden 
         Newsletter Editor 
         sue.widden@outlook.com 
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